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Read about sumō wrestling and then answer these questions:


1. How long has sumō been the national sport? ______________

2. What is a muwashi むわし? ___________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. How do you lose a sumō match? _______________________

_____________________________________________________

4. I want to see a sumō match.  What can I do?

_____________________________________________________

5. Why do sumō wrestlers stomp the ground and throw salt 

around the ring? ________________________________________

______________________________________________________

6. What is an oyakata? __________________________________

7. Who lives in a sumō-beya? ____________________________

______________________________________________________

8. Would you like to live in a sumō-beya?  Why (not)?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

9.  Would you like to watch a sumō match?  Why (not)/

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Japan’s national sport


Sumō すもう is traditional Japanese wrestling and in 1909 became Japan’s national sport.  In ancient times, it was practiced as agricultural and Shinto religion rituals; so today it still includes many of the ceremonial elements.   In a すもう match, two wrestlers wearing only a すもう wrestler’s loincloth (a muwashi むわし) enter the ring, and they fight until one either leaves the ring or touches the ground with any part of his body other than the bottom of his feet.  The Japan すもう Association puts on six annual tournaments of the professional すもう per year, and these are broadcast on both television and radio.








Purification


When wrestlers (rikishiりきし) enter the ring, they spend several minutes before their match lifting their legs high in the air and stomping them down, a practice said to scare away any demons. They also throw several handfuls of salt into the ring, which is said to purify the ring. Many りきしwill also sprinkle salt around their bodies as a means of protecting them from injury.











Sumo stables


りきし belong to a sumo stable (sumo-beyaすもうべや) and practice daily under oyakata　 who is a stable master.  The すもうべや relationships follow the old feudal system -those lowest on the ranking list serve those higher up, doing such things as the dishes.  


りきしare not the only ones who belong to すもうべや, there are also  referees, professional 


すもう hairdressers and people who do promotions for tours.











Vocabulary


sumō		すもう


muwashi　	むわし


rikishi　	りきし


sumō-beya　	すもうべや














Read about sumō wrestling and then answer these questions:





How long has sumō been the national sport? ______________


What is a muwashi むわし? ___________________________


_____________________________________________________


How do you lose a sumō match? _______________________


_____________________________________________________


I want to see a sumō match.  What can I do?


_____________________________________________________


Why do sumō wrestlers stomp the ground and throw salt 


around the ring? ________________________________________


______________________________________________________
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