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The Japanese School System





The Japanese school year starts in April and consists of three terms, separated by short holidays in spring and winter, and a one month long summer break.





Kindergarten – Yōchien 幼稚園 (5 years old)


One year before primary school





Primary School – Shōgakko　小学校 (6-11 years old)


The first six years





Middle School (Junior High) – Chūgakko　中学校 (12-14 years old)


The next three years





High School (Senior High) – Kōkō　高校 (15-17 years old)


The final three years (not compulsory)





Cram School – Juku 塾


A characteristic of the Japanese school system are entrance exams, and with them a high competitiveness among students. Most high schools, universities, as well as a few private junior high schools and elementary schools require applicants to write entrance exams. In order to pass entrance exams to the best institutions, many students attend special preparation schools (juku) besides regular classes.





The chart below shows the Japanese education system according to age and grade
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