Qualities of an Excellent Language Learner:

Is willing to have a go (even if they feel a little silly)
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Is not afraid to make mistakes

Practices

Tries out different ways of learning and knows what works best for them.

Uses a range of methods to communicate

Is realistic and patient (it takes time to learn a language)
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Will look for clues

Is organised and active

How do you match up as a language learner to this list of characteristics?
Below is a very simple questionnaire to help you think about what you do as a learner. Number 1-20 in your LOTE book and write the letter answer for each question.
A: always
 O: often 
S: sometimes
 R: rarely 
N: never

The good language learner finds a style of learning that suits him/her

1. I try to get something out of every learning situation even if I don't like it.
2. I choose learning situations that are not suited to my way of learning for a challenge.
Good language learners are actively involved in the language learning process

3. Besides LOTE lessons, I plan activities that give me a chance to use and learn the language.











4. I choose activities because I am not familiar with the ideas and want to try something new.  
5. I can figure out where I made mistakes with my language and communication.


6. I try to find solutions to my own unique learning difficulties.


7. I do things I don't usually do to gain more information about the Japanese language.








Good language learners try to figure out how the language works.

8. I pay special attention to pronunciation.
(How to say words)




9. I pay special attention to grammar.

(E.g. Yesterday I eat a banana.)
10. I pay special attention to vocabulary. 


Good language learners know that language is used to communicate

11. I try to develop good techniques to practise listening, speaking, reading and     writing. 


12. I try to develop good techniques to improve my pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary. 
Good language learners are like good detectives

13. I am like a detective. I look for clues that will help me understand how language works.  
14. When I don't know, I have an educated guess. 



15. I ask people to correct me if I make a mistake.

16. I compare what I say with what others say to see if I'm using correct language. 
17. I think about what I've learned. 


Good language learners learn to think in the language

18. I try to think in my target language. (Japanese)

Good language learners try to overcome their feelings of frustration and lack of confidence

19. I overcome my feelings of frustration and lack of confidence. 

20. I can laugh at my mistakes. 


Now count up your overall score.

A- 5 points
O- 4 points
S- 3 points
R- 2
points
N- 1 points
100-85 points  You are a confident person who likes a challenge and is not afraid to take risks with learning and communication. You are also a great problem solver who is always looking for ways to continue and improve your learning. You are patient and organised and not afraid to look silly or laugh at yourself.

84-65 points You are a mostly confident person who sometimes takes risks and challenges yourself. You usually don’t mind feeling silly or being laughed at. You would prefer if the answer or solution is obvious, but you know how to look for solutions to problems.
64-40 points You are confident when something is simple or straight forward. You don’t often go out of your way to find solutions or take risks with your learning. You can often be impatient if the answer or solution is not immediately obvious and don’t like feeling silly or being laughed at.
39-20 points You are not a confident person. You are afraid to take risks, cannot problem solve and often give up if it is too hard. You get very embarrassed and upset if you make a mistake or people laugh at you.
19  You hate learning something new and is not willing to even try. You give up straight away if it is too hard because you have no confidence in yourself.
Have a think?
Are you happy with the results of the survey?

What areas do you think you can improve on?
