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Small animals like those below, use ひき、びき or ぴき, depending on the sound that comes before.
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Have a look at the table.

	いっぴき
	one
	ろっぴき
	six

	にひき
	two
	ななひき
	seven

	さんびき
	three
	はっぴき
	eight

	よんひき
	four
	きゅうひき
	nine

	ごひき
	five
	じゅっぴき
	ten


Large animals like those in the pictures below, use the counterとう.
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	いっとう
	one
	ろくとう
	six

	にとう
	two
	ななとう
	seven

	さんとう
	three
	はっとう、はちとう
	eight

	よんとう
	four
	きゅうとう
	nine

	ごとう
	five
	じゅっとう
	ten


Birds are counted, using the counter わ. This counter is also sometimes used to count rabbits.
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	いちわ
	one
	ろくわ
	six

	にわ
	two
	ななわ
	seven

	さんば
	three
	はちわ
	eight

	よんわ
	four
	きゅうわ
	nine

	ごわ
	five
	じゅうわ
	ten


Have a look at the example below to see where to put the counter in a sentence, to explain how many pets you have.

Example: ねこがにひきととりがさんわいます。 I have 
   cats and 

 birds.

In Japanese there are different counters for different size and types of animals. 


みてみましょう！- Let’s have a look at them!











