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日本語

The Japanese Writing system

Three types of characters are used to write Japanese.
ひらがな
Hiragana are used together with kanji to write ordinary Japanese words.  There are 46 Hiragana charatcers and they are much rounder in appearance than Katakana.

いぬ　inu  dog                にほん nihon   Japan

カタカナ
Katakana are used mainly to write words borrowed from other languages and names of foreign people and places.

For example:

オーストラリア　osutoraria      Australia

ベリンダ                berinda          Belinda

感じ
Kanji is the Japanese word for the written characters that are said to have been created in China several thousand years ago, though nobody knows exactly where or when. The way kanji got started was from pictures people drew. Over a long period of time the shape of the pictures changed, and so most of them no longer look like the original objects. But they still stand for whole words or parts of words.

For example:

一　ichi    one　　
二　ni       two

Romaji

Romaji is Japanese words written using the English alphabet.  Japanese people do not use romaji very much, it is used by foreign people learning Japanese.  Romaji helps us read each Japanese word and symbol.  

For example:

にほんご
nihongo   - this word means ‘Japanese’

