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The biggest event of the Bon season the Bon Odori. People go to the local park or shrine dressed in yukata (summer kimono) and dance in a circle to recorded music.





For the kids, the Bon break is a chance to visit their grandparents and meet other relatives. At the beginning and end of the Bon holidays there are long traffic jams because people are leaving and returning to their urban residences.  Shinkansen (bullet trains) often run at 180% capacity.





On the evening of the 15th, people send their ancestor's spirits away in a paper lantern, which is lit by a candle and set afloat down a river ending up in the ocean. 








From late July to late August, fireworks displays are held in various parts of the country.  People enjoy lighting fireworks themselves as well as watching fireworks displays.
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In the past, Bon was held in the middle of the seventh month on Japan's traditional calendar.  Some regions therefore celebrate it in mid-July, although the old date is closer to mid-August.
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Match the pictures on the left with the descriptions on the right.
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