Map of Japan
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Location

Japan is located approximately 8000 kilometres north of Australia.  Japan covers an area of 372 488 square kilometres and would fit almost twenty one times into the area of Australia.  
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Islands

Japan is made up of thousands of islands.  It is what we call an archipelago.  The four main islands are: Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu. 
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Cities

Major cities of Japan include Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, Nagoya, Sendai, Kita Kyushu and Yokohama.  
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Population

Japan has a total population of 127 million. This is the tenth highest population in the world. 
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Mountains

Mountainous areas account for more than 70% of Japan's land, so major cities are concentrated in the plains. 

[image: image6.wmf]Several of Japan’s mountains are higher than 3000 metres above sea level.  The tallest and most famous of these is Mt Fuji, or Fuji san as the Japanese say.

Climate

Japan has four distinct seasons:

‘fuyu’ – winter when it snows

‘haru’ – spring when the sakura or cherry blossoms bloom

‘natsu’ – summer which is very hot and humid
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‘aki’ – autumn when the leaves change colour and fall off the trees.

Test your comprehension!!!

After listening to Sensei talk about Japan see if you can answer the following questions without looking at your sheet!

一．　How many times would Japan fit into Australia?

二．How many islands make up Japan?

三．What does the world Archipelago mean?

四．Name the four main islands of Japan.

五．What was the name of Japan’s first capital city?

六．What do the Japanese people call their highest mountain and how high is it?

七．If it is Summer in Australia what season would it be in Japan?

八．What happens in ‘Aki’ in Japan?

九．What does the word ‘Sakura’ refer to?

十．Japan is a very small country but it has a very large population.  What sort of problems do you think Japan faces because of this?  (Hint: think about housing and farming)

