HIRAGANA EXERCISES

VOWEL LINE
あ い う え お

As well as learning to write these characters in your maths book, you must also learn to read them. Practise reading the following characters aloud until you can do so with ease.

     え  あ  い  お  う  お  い  え  あ  い  お  う

あ  う  お   い  あ  え  あ  い  う  お  え  お

Although you have learned to use five vowels so far, you are able to read and write a number of Japanese words:

    あおい   blue        いえ    house         いいえ   no       

    おおい   many       おい    nephew      うえ       above 

    いい      good        ええ    yes

Now write the following in to the appropriate hiragana.

     a ____     o ____     e ____     i ____     u _____

    ue ______     ooi _________     au ______

    aoi _________     iu ______     iie _________

Now write the following into romaji.

     ええ＿＿＿＿     いい ＿＿＿＿＿     あおい ＿＿＿＿＿＿

  うお ＿＿＿＿＿    あう ＿＿＿＿＿     いえ ＿＿＿＿＿＿   

Write each character once. Below.
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HIRAGANA EXERCISES

‘K’ LINE

か き く け こ

Practise reading the following until you can read them with ease.

     か  く  こ  き  け  き  く  か  こ  け  か  き

    く  け  か  こ  き  く  か  く  こ  け  き  か  

With the ‘K’ line you can extend your range of vocabulary quite a bit. Try reading these words….

    あかい    red                     きく   chrysanthemum

    いけ       pond                    き      tree 

    けいこ    girls name           えき   train station

    いく       go                        ここ   here

    かく      write                     かき  oyster
Practise reading these:

              お  け  ぐ  い  え  ご  か  ぎ  あ  く  け  え

こ  お  か  う  い  か  う  き  お  え  げ  く

Now read these words:

えいご     げき     かぎ     かう     おおきい    かい

こくご     おおきく     ぐあい     あい     あおい

They mean English, play, key, buy, big, shell, Japanese, large, state, love and blue.

Identify these Japanese characters by writing their pronunciations in roomaji.

              が___     え___     ぐ___     こ___     げ＿＿     お＿＿                                                                                                                   

う___     ご___     く___     あ___     き＿＿＿  ぎ___

け___     い___     か___      

HIRAGANA EXERCISES

‘S’ LINE

さ し す せ そ

Write the following roomaji in hiragana.

         Ashi (foot)                                       isu (chair)

         Okashi (lolly)                                    shio (salt)

         Kusa (grass)                                      keshiki (scenery)

         Ushi (cow)                                         uso (lie)

         Suzushii (cool)                                  suki (like)

         Aki (autumn)                                     asa (morning)

         Kesa (this morning)                           sukoshi (a little)

         Zaseki (seat)                                    suugaku (maths)

         Oishii (yummy)                                  asoko (over there)

Test your self – check that you have learned the first 5 lines of Hiragana well by filling in the missing kana.

あ     __     う     __     お

__    き     __     け     __

が     __     ぐ     __     ご

さ     __     す     __     そ

__     じ     __    __     __

The teacher will read 10 words in Japanese. These words are written below in Hiragana. Put the number of the word you hear next to its hiragana equivalent below.

あかい     けさ     すこし     えいご     あおい

きかい     すずき     すずしい     けしき     しこく

These are common girls names in Japan. How would you write them ??

Akiko                            Aiko                            keiko   

HIRAGANA EXERCISES

‘T’ LINE

た ち つ て と

Can  you read these hiragana? Write their pronunciation in roomaji.

           た ＿＿ ぞ ___ し ___ で ___ す ___ ち ___

ど ___  つ ___ ぜ ___ さ ___ だ ___ じ ___

そ ___ と ___ て ___  ず ___ ざ ___ せ ___

Rewrite the following words in the correct order.

Ashita (tomorrow)            たあし ＿＿＿＿＿＿

Kisetsu (season)               せつき ＿＿＿＿＿＿

Kazoku (family)                かくぞ ＿＿＿＿＿＿
Deguchi (exit)                  ぐでち ＿＿＿＿＿＿
Seito (student)                といせ ＿＿＿＿＿＿
Read the hiragana beside the picture to discover how to say the word in Japanese. Write the pronunciation of each word in romaji, then practise writing the word in hiragana.
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            つくえ ＿＿＿＿                             


とけい ＿＿＿＿                              


ごみばこ ＿＿＿＿＿＿                       

HIRAGANA EXERCISES

‘N’ LINE

な に ぬ ね の

Practise reading the following until you can read them with ease.

な  の  に  ぬ  ね  の  ね  な  に  ぬ  に  な  ぬ  の  ね

ね  な  ぬ  の  に  ね  な  の  ぬ  に  な  ね  ぬ  の  な

Practise writing the following romaji into hiragana.

Nani (what)                                           monosashi ( ruler)

Neko (cat)                                            nuku (to take off)

Tani (valley)                                         nagai (long)

Ane (older sister)                                inu (dog)

Anata (you)                                          Fune (boat) 

Write the following hiragana into romaji.

あに                            あの

あな                            あね

くに                            すな

いなか                          ぬう

おとこのこ                     たね 

Put the following into the correct order as they come in the Japanese alphabet.

あ    に    く    て    そ    お    ね    き    つ    さ

1.          2.          3.          4.          5.         6.         7.         8.         9.          10.    

Now write the missing characters.

あ  い  ＿＿  え  ＿＿  か  ＿＿  く  け  ＿＿  さ  し  ＿＿  

せ  そ  ＿＿  ＿＿  つ  て  ＿＿  な  ＿＿  ぬ  ＿＿  の               
HIRAGANA EXERCISES

は ひ ふ へ ほ
1) Practise reading these:
ひ   ほ   は   ひ   へ   ふ   は   へ    ふ    は   ひ   ほ    へ   ふ   ひ   ほ   へ   は   
べ   び   ぶ    ぼ   ぶ   び   ば   ぼ   び    べ   ば   ぶ   べ    ぼ   ぶ   え   べ   ば
ぱ   ぴ   ぽ   ぱ   ぷ   ぴ    ぱ   う   ぺ   ぴ    ぽ    ぱ   ぺ   ぷ    ぴ   ぷ   ぺ   ぱ
ほ   び    ぶ   へ   ば   ぽ   び   ぺ   ふ   は   ぼ   べ   ぶ   ぴ    ひ    ぱ    び   ぶ
By learning one new line you now know 15 new syllables. Now you have only 2 complete lines left to learn, plus some incomplete lines.
がんばって ください
Soon you will be able to read this! It means ‘go for it’.
2) Try out you artistic abilities and try drawing faces using the hiragana symbols you have learned so far.
3) Match the following hiragana with their correct readings by joining them with a line.
             に    ぼ    ふ    ぺ    の    は    ね    び    ぷ    ぬ    な    ば 
             pe    nu    ha   ni    na    bo    bi    fu    ne    no    ba    pu
4) Write the hiragana for the following sounds.
            He___ bu___ na___ po___ bi___ pa___ be___ ne___
HIRAGANA REVISION

‘R’ LINE

ら  り  る  れ  ろ

Practise reading the following.

る   ろ   り   ら   れ   る   ら   れ   ろ   り   れ   る   ろ   り   ら    る   り   れ   り   る   ろ   れ   り   ら   る   ろ   ら   れ   ろ   る

Now practise reading the following words.

よる (evening)     ひるやすみ  (lunchbreak)     みそしる (miso soup)

のり (seaweed)   ふろしき (cloth wrap)           つる (crane)

つり (fishing)     ひらがな (hiragana)             れきし (history)

りか (science)    おりがみ  (paperfolding)      ありがとう (thank-you)

Write the following romaji into hiragana.

Raku (easy)                                      tori (bird) 

Saru (monkey)                                  hare (clear skies)

Roba (donkey)                                  kiru (to cut/wear)

Norimasu (to ride)                           reizouko (refridgerator)

Hiru (lunchtime)                               kore (this) 

Furui (old)                                        karai (spicy)

Match the following hiragana with the correct romaji.

Ra       ri        ru        re       ro       na       ni       nu       ne       no
り    に    ろ    の    ら    ぬ    る    な   れ    ね

Below are pairs of words, the teacher will read one, circle the one you hear.

1。りす   ･   るす                 2。のり   ･   のれ

3。ほら   ･   ほる                4。ごろ   ･   ころ

5。もりた   ･   もりだ         6。るいと   ･   れいと

7。ぺらぺら  ･  ぺるぺる    8。とら   ･   とる

HIRAGANA EXERCISES

ま  み  む  め  も
1) Practise Reading
ま   み   も   め   ま   み   め   む   ま   み   む   も   め   む   ま   も   ま   み
みみ   まど   かみ   むすめ   みます   します   むすこ   ふすま   はなみ   まご
2) Try writing these.
Hitachi   mitsubishi   Toshiba   matsuda   fuji   Suzuki   Toyota   Honda

What do these companies produce?
3) Put the hiragana in each of the following rows in order. Write the numbers 1-6 in the brackets in the order that they should be.
１．（     ） か  （     ） の （     ）は （     ） ふ （     ） な （     ） へ
２．（     ） に  （     ） ぬ （     ）ほ （     ） と （     ） ふ （     ） て
３．（     ） ひ  （     ） ね （     ）け （     ） は （     ） あ （     ） へ
４．（     ） そ  （     ） く （     ）せ （     ） こ （     ） た （     ） ひ
５．（     ） さ  （     ） は （     ）し （     ） う （     ） た （     ） と
4) Write in the missing characters according to the Japanese alphabet order you have learnt them in.

あ　　い　　＿＿　　え　　＿＿　　か　＿＿　く　　け　＿＿
＿＿　し　　す　　＿＿　　＿＿　　た　＿＿　つ　　て　＿＿　　
＿＿　＿＿　ぬ　　＿＿　　　の　　＿＿　ひ　ふ　　へ　＿＿
ま　＿＿　　＿＿　　＿＿　　＿＿
5) Write which characters you need to add tentens or a maru, to get the following letters.

G                                           D 



P
Z                                           B

HIRAGANA EXERCISES

や  ゆ  よ
1) Practise reading:
や   ゆ   よ   ゆ   や   ゆ   や   よ   ゆ   や   よ   ゆ   よ   や   ゆ   や   よ   
にちようび     やま     ゆび     よみます     やさしい     すきやき     よく
やすい     よこはま     はやい     おはよう     やまもと     やよい     ゆき
2) Someone is having trouble writing these Japanese surnames in hiragana. Help them by circling the correct choice for each name.
Ishikawa       りしかわ         いつかわ         りつかわ         いしかわ
Nakamura      ながむら         なかむら         たがむら         なやむろ
Takahashi      たやほし         なかばし         なかはつ         たかはし
Watanabe      わたなべ         ねたはべ         わなたべ         れたなべ
Yamashita      かもした         やましな         やました         やほし
3) Now you can write these given names:
Mayumi     yooko     yuuko     yasuko     aya     yasuo      yoshi     yasuhiko
And these surnames:
Yamamoto     sugiyama     yamaha     yamada     yukiyama     fujiyama
As you can see there are lots of names with Yama. This means mountain in Japanese and its wide use in names reflects the many mountains in Japan.
4) Write name tags in hiragana for these students.
Mamoru                     Midori                  Nozomi                Shinji      

HIRAGANA REVISION

‘WA’ LINE

わ   を   ん

· There are no hiragana symbols for wi, wu, or we.

· を is the particle o or wo. It is only used after a word, to mark the object of the sentence.  If the o sound is part of a word you should use お。
                   e.g. koora  を のみます。I drink coke.

· ん is the only syllable which does not contain a vowel sound. It can be used at the end or in the middle of a word.

             E.g. ほん(book), こんばん (tonight)

· When there is a double n sound in the word, the first n is always ん and the next is the appropriate symbol. 

                        e.g. こんにち は (hello) どんな (what kind of)

Practise reading the following.

わ   を   ん   を   わ   ん   に   わ   ぬ   ん   ね   を   ん   の   わ   ん   を   ま   わ   れ   ね   を   ん   わ

Practise writing the following.

Wan wan (woof woof)                              watashi (I)

Warui (bad)                                             kantan (simple)

Wakai (young)                                          san (three)

Write the pronunciation of the following.

わ ＿＿   れ ＿＿  ね  ＿＿  を ＿＿  た ＿＿  と ＿＿

か ＿＿   み ＿＿  ひ  ＿＿  さ ＿＿  ち ＿＿  は ＿＿

ま ＿＿   あ ＿＿  お  ＿＿  に ＿＿  り ＿＿  し ＿＿  

THE COMBINED SYLLABLES OF HIRAGANA

Now that you know all the syllables, you know that there is no such syllable as kyo in hiragana. So you need to learn how to form this and other similar sounds so you can write words such as TOKYO and KYOTO. Some Japanese words have sounds that are made by joining two sounds together. You can write these sounds in hiragana by combining や, ゆ, and よ with the hiragana listed below. When you write these combinations you must always write や、 ゆ or よ smaller than the character with which they are combined. Practise writing them in the boxes below.


    き    kya                           kyu                             kyo     


  ぎ   gya                           gyu                             gyo   


  し   sha                           shu                             sho  


  じ   ja                             ju                                jo 


ち      cha                          chu                              cho                  


  に    nya                           nyu                              nyo   


ひ     hya                           hyu                              hyo


  び   bya                            byu                              byo

  

ぴ  pya                            pyu                              pyo     


み   mya                           myu                             myo                     


  り  rya                            ryu                              ryo  
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