Hina Matsuri Mingle Cards

	Hina Matsuri

In Japan, the 3rd of March is Girls' Day or in Japanese Hina Matsuri. Hina means small doll and Matsuri means festival in Japanese. It is a holiday that celebrates girls’ growth and happiness. 
	Hina Matsuri

On Hina Matsuri girls display their special doll collections. These miniature dolls are elaborately dressed, decorative figures. They are usually arranged on a five or seven-tiered stand covered with a red carpet.
	Hina Matsuri

Hina Matsuri ceremonial dolls are passed down from mother to daughter. On Hina Matsuri Day, girls dress in kimonos and visit friends' doll displays. They drink tea and eat pink rice cakes wrapped in leaves. 

	Hina Matsuri

Most families take out Hina Matsuri doll displays out around mid-February and put them away immediately after Hina Matsuri is over. There is a superstition that says that families slow to put away the dolls will have trouble marrying off their daughters!
	Hina Matsuri

During Hina Matsuri, dolls are set afloat on a boat and sent down a river to the sea, taking troubles or bad spirits with them.  Japanese people believe the dolls possessed the power to contain bad spirits, and would thus protect the doll’s owner.
	Hina Matsuri

The doll displays used for Hina Matsuri are replicas of the ancient Heian royal court in Kyoto. The emperor and empress sit at the top of the tiers with dolls on each level below representing members of their court.

	Hina Matsuri

Hina Matsuri is also known as the Peach Festival (Momo no Sekku) because it is celebrated during the peach blossom season on the old lunar calendar.
	Hina Matsuri

Hina Matsuri doll displays vary widely in price according to the number of dolls and the number of tiers. The most expensive sets can cost more than 1 million yen ($10,000AUD), but the most popular sets cost around 200,000 yen ($2,000AUD).
	Hina Matsuri

A full Hina Matsuri doll display consists of seven tiers, with 15 dolls and a miniature display of the Empress's furniture. Peach blossoms along with diamond-shaped rice cakes (hishimochi) complete the traditional doll display.  


Hina Matsuri Quiz

1. When is Hina Matsuri?

a) [image: image1.jpg]


mid February

b) 3rd of March

c) 3rd of May

2. The word for Girl’s day in Japanese is ‘Hina Matsuri’.  What does this really mean?

a) Doll’s festival

b) Emperor and Empress Day

c) Peach Festival

3. At the top of the doll display for Hina Matsuri are two dolls.  Who are they?

a) the King and Queen

b) the mum and dad

c) the Emperor and Empress

4. Hina Matsuri or Girl’s day is also called:

a) Apple Blossom day

b) Peach Blossom day

c) Cherry Blossom day

5. How much would you pay to buy a full display of dolls?

a) 10,000 yen ($100 AUD)

b) [image: image2.jpg]


100,000 yen ($1,000 AUD)

c) 1,000,000 yen ($10,000 AUD)


Quiz Answers: 

1. b

2. a

3. c

4. b

5. c

6. b

7. a

8. c

9. a

6. How many tiers does a typical doll display have?


3 and 5


5 and 7


7 and 15





7. What do girls do on Hina Matsuri?


dress in Kimonos, visit friends, drink tea and eat pink rice cakes


dress in Kimonos and drink pink rice wine


visit friends and eat rice





8. If doll displays are not put away immediately after Hina Matsuri, Japanese believe:


the girls will experience bad luck


the peaches will not grow


the girls will not be able to get married





9.   Why are dolls used for Hina Matsuri?


dolls carry bad spirits away


girls like dolls


dolls are fun to play with
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