NAME: 
___________________
CLASS: 
___________________

JAPANESE FOLKTALES
The Good, The Bad, The Ugly!
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The Good, The Bad, The Ugly  
INTRODUCTION

Japanese folktales reveal information about Japanese history, life and customs. Similar characters can be found in Japanese folktales and folktales read in Australia as well as plots (magical occurrences and transformations), and themes (kindness rewarded and evil punished). In Japan, folktales are often told through a series of large pictures showing the important scenes of the story. This is called kamishibai or paper play. 





IN THIS UNIT YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO:

▪ 
describe characters from the stories we read using a range of adjectives (positive and negative descriptions)

▪ 
use 2 or more adjectives in 1 sentence using the –te form

You will also re-enforce your ability to give a basic introduction (e.g. name, age, where a character lives) as well as continuing to re-enforce hiragana script. Some new Kanji will also be learnt. 

Cultural content will include:

▪
reading a number of Japanese folktales

▪ 
making comparisons between Japanese folktales and popular folktales read by Australian children (characters, plot, setting, themes)

ASSESSMENT:

You will be assessed on 3 skill areas this term; CULTURE, SPEAKING and READING. You will be given details of each task in due course.

*It is very important that you keep up-to-date with all class work and homework. Revision is also an important part of learning another language.  

* Please ask for help or extra revision if needed. 
* This booklet MUST be brought to EVERY lesson. Where space is provided you may write answers and responses in the booklet. For other work, please use your exercise book. 
HOW MANY FOLKTALES DO YOU KNOW?
Make a list below of folktales you know…
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From your list above, which ones did you like the most and why?


Were there any that you didn’t like? Why?


Discuss your lists with your neighbour. Do you have any in common?

ADJECTIVES
In Japanese there are 2 types of adjectives; QUASI and TRUE.

QUASI ADJECTIVE LIST
	English
	Hiragana
	Romaji

	一　　Beautiful
	きれい
	

	二　　Clever
	りこう
	

	三　　Excellent
	りっぱ
	

	四　　Famous
	ゆうめい
	

	五　　Foolish
	ばか
	

	六　　Gaudy
	はで
	

	七　　Healthy
	げんき
	

	八　　Important
	たいせつ
	

	九　　Older
	としうえ
	

	十　　Plain
	じみ
	

	十一　Quiet
	しずか
	

	十二　Special
	とくべつ
	

	十三　Strange
	へん
	

	十四　Unpleasant
	いや
	

	十五　Wonderful
	すてき
	

	十六　Handsome
	ハンサム
	

	十七　Good
	いい
	





　　　








TRUE ADJECTIVE LIST
	English
	Hiragana
	Romaji

	一　　Big
	おおきい
	

	二　　Small
	ちいさい
	

	三　　Boring
	つまらない
	

	四　　Interesting
	おもしろい
	

	五　　Cute
	かわいい
	

	六　　Ugly
	みにくい
	

	七　　Happy
	うれしい
	

	八　　Sad
	かなしい
	

	九　　Noisy
	うるさい
	

	十　　Scary
	こわい
	

	十一　Strict
	きびしい
	

	十二　Weird
	おかしい
	

	十三　Young
	わかい
	

	十四　Tall (height)
	せがたかい
	

	十五　Short (height)
	せがひくい
	

	十六　Overweight
	ふとい
	

	十七　Thin
	ほそい
	

	十八　Kind
	やさしい
	

	十九　Bad
	わるい
	

	二十　Strong
	つよい
	













SENTENCE PATTERNS

To describe a person or character use the following sentence pattern:

NAME/TITLE
は
ADJECTIVE
です。

Examples:

1. Sachiko is cute.


→
さちこ　　は　かわいい　です。

2. The teacher is strict.

→
せんせい　は　きびしい　です。

3. Taroo is good.


→
たろう　　は　いい　　　です。

4. My younger brother is noisy.
→
おとうと　は　うるさい　です。
▪ Draw a sketch of yourself below and write 5 sentences to describe yourself. Use 

わたし or ぼくin place of the name/title. Write in hiragana. 
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1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

2 or more adjectives in 1 sentence
For QUASI adjectives simply add で after the adjective
For TRUE adjectives cross off the final い and add くて
Examples:

1. Hiroshi is handsome and young.
→  ひろし　は　ハンサムで、わかいです。
2. Hanami is interesting and cute.

→  はなみ　は　おもしろくて, かわいいです。
▪ Looking at the images below, write a sentence with at least 2 adjectives to describe the character or person. Write in Japanese script.



______________________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________________

Negative Form of

Adjectives
You can also use the negative form of an adjective to describe that a character or person is not ‘something’ or does not have a certain quality.

For QUASI adjectives simply add じゃない after the adjective
For TRUE adjectives cross off the final い and add くない
Examples:

1. Tanaka is not scary.

→
たなか　　は　こわくない　です。

2. The teacher is not boring.
→
せんせい　は　つまらなくない　です。

3. Yumi is not good.


→
ゆみ　　　は　いいじゃない　　です。

▪ Using the negative form of adjectives, write 5 sentences describing members of your family or friends.
a. _________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________

c. _________________________________________________________________

d. _________________________________________________________________

e. _________________________________________________________________

Share your sentences with your neighbour. 







 
ももたろ



Q1. Who are the 3 main characters in the story? Write in Japanese?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. What are some words in Japanese that you would use to describe:
a. Momotaro? 
______________________________________________________

b. The old lady?
______________________________________________________

c. The old man?
______________________________________________________

Q3. Express the following sentences in Japanese. Write in Japanese.

a. Momotaro is small.
→
___________________________________________

b. Momotaro is healthy.
→
___________________________________________

c. Momotaro is strong.
→
___________________________________________

d. Momotaro is good.
→
___________________________________________

e. The old lady is happy.
→
___________________________________________

f. The demon is bad.
→
___________________________________________

Q4. Translate the following sentences into English then circle whether each is TRUE or FALSE.
a. ももたろ　は　おおきい　です。
__________________________ TRUE/FALSE

b. ももたろ　は　みにくい　です。
__________________________ TRUE/FALSE
c. ももたろ　は　りこう
です。
__________________________ TRUE/FALSE
d. ももたろ　は　としうえ　です。
__________________________ TRUE/FALSE
e. おじいさん　は　わかい　です。
__________________________ TRUE/FALSE
f.  おばあさん　は　わるい　です。
__________________________ TRUE/FALSE
Q5. Adjectives

Using 2 different colours, colour or highlight the QUASI adjectives and the TRUE adjectives. Translate each into English as well.

しずか


へん


りこう

げんき

おかしい


かわいい

ちいさい

りっぱ
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かちかちやま



Q1. Who are the 4 main characters in the story? Write in Japanese?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. What are some words in Japanese that you would use to describe:

a. The old man? 
______________________________________________________

b. The rabbit?
______________________________________________________

c. The tanuki?
______________________________________________________

Q3. Express the following sentences in Japanese. Write in Japanese.

a.The old man is kind and good.


______________________________________________________________________

b.The rabbit is sad and clever.


______________________________________________________________________

c. The taunki is bad and foolish.


______________________________________________________________________



  

  

  


Q4. Express the following sentences in English. They are not related to the story.
a. おかあさん　は　きれい　です。 
______________________________________
b. おとうさん　は　せがたかい　です。_____________________________________

c. おじいさん　は　ほそい　です。
_____________________________________


d. おばあさん　は　いい　です。
_____________________________________

Q5. Adjectives
Match the adjectives in the left column to their opposite in the right column.

ちいさい



わかい
せがひくい



きれい
みにくい



さびしい
うれしい



せがたかい
としうえ



おおきい

Q6. In the table below, make a list of ‘good’ and ‘bad’ characters from folktales that you have read. 

	GOOD CHARACTERS
	BAD CHARACTERS

	
	















	ゆ
	ね
	あ
	き
	め
	み
	ろ
	え
	け
	あ
	と
	お
	お
	き
	さ

	は
	あ
	と
	へ
	す
	け
	し
	れ
	い
	み
	に
	く
	い
	う
	と

	へ
	か
	ぬ
	き
	ふ
	れ
	た
	く
	け
	め
	つ
	も
	ろ
	ぬ
	ふ

	ひ
	て
	は
	れ
	ま
	い
	む
	や
	う
	ん
	ゆ
	い
	に
	せ
	て

	ち
	い
	さ
	い
	ば
	の
	う
	ま
	げ
	ち
	た
	い
	せ
	つ
	う

	せ
	つ
	に
	ふ
	く
	え
	る
	あ
	ん
	よ
	は
	ひ
	あ
	ひ
	て

	き
	し
	く
	か
	る
	あ
	お
	お
	き
	い
	つ
	こ
	い
	ゆ
	そ

	む
	ば
	き
	ま
	と
	し
	う
	え
	り
	も
	つ
	こ
	ほ
	う
	そ

	か
	か
	の
	そ
	い
	り
	た
	め
	こ
	さ
	け
	な
	え
	め
	ね

	へ
	あ
	つ
	お
	り
	う
	よ
	ら
	ぬ
	あ
	ち
	ば
	と
	い
	な

	ん
	る
	ま
	な
	ば
	れ
	い
	り
	り
	こ
	う
	し
	た
	ら
	こ

	す
	み
	ら
	れ
	ら
	し
	け
	わ
	お
	く
	い
	み
	れ
	せ
	わ

	や
	わ
	な
	ほ
	ら
	い
	こ
	な
	り
	さ
	そ
	え
	こ
	な
	い

	ん
	ね
	い
	い
	か
	わ
	に
	し
	ん
	せ
	た
	あ
	の
	ぬ
	き

	し
	り
	き
	わ
	さ
	り
	っ
	ば
	ば
	ん
	ら
	お
	ま
	す
	こ


WORD LIST
Translate each word into Japanese (hiragana) and then find in the wordfind. Cross each off as you find it. Good Luck!!

Scary

__________________

Happy

__________________

Boring

__________________

Big

__________________

Beautiful
__________________

Older

__________________

Strange
__________________

Ugly

__________________

Excellent
__________________

Important
__________________

Famous
__________________

Healthy
__________________

Small

__________________

Foolish
__________________

Clever

__________________

たなばた



Tanabata, also known as the "star festival", takes place on the 7th day of the 7th month of the year, when, according to a Chinese legend, the two stars Altair and Vega, which are usually separated from each other by the Milky Way, are able to meet. 

Because the 7th month of the year roughly coincides with August rather than July according to the formerly used lunar calendar, Tanabata is still celebrated on August 7th in some regions of Japan, while it is celebrated on July 7th in other regions. 
One popular Tanabata custom is to write one's wishes on a piece of paper, and hang that piece of paper on a specially erected bamboo tree, in the hope that the wishes become true. 

Colourful Tanabata festivals are held across Japan in early July and August. Among the biggest and most famous ones are the Tanabata Festivals of Sendai in August and Hiratsuka near Tokyo in July.
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Tanabata tree at a railway station
Q1. Who are the 3 main characters in the story? Write in Japanese?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. What are some words in Japanese that you would use to describe:

a. Mikeran? 

______________________________________________________

b. Tanabata?

______________________________________________________

c. Tanabata’s father? _____________________________________________________

Q3. Express the following sentences in Japanese. Write in Japanese.

a. Mikeran is handsome.
→
___________________________________________

b. Mikeran is busy.

→
___________________________________________


c. Tanabata is beautiful and sad.


______________________________________________________________________
d. Tanabata’s father is not good.
______________________________________________________________________

e. Tanabata’s father is scary. →
___________________________________________

Q4. Did you like/dislike the story of Tanabata? Explain reasons for your choice and refer to the story.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________
Q5. What are some wishes you would make for the Tanabata festival?


[image: image29]
GRANDFATHER CHERRY
BLOSSOM
Q1. Who are the 4 main characters in the story? Write in Japanese?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. What are some words in Japanese that you would use to describe:

a. The old man? 
______________________________________________________

b. The old lady?
______________________________________________________

c. The grouch?
______________________________________________________

Q3. Express the following sentences in Japanese.

a. The old man is kind and famous.

______________________________________________________________________

b. The old lady is not happy. →
___________________________________________

c. The grouch is bad and foolish.

______________________________________________________________________

d. The dog is white and good.

______________________________________________________________________

Q4. For each of the characters below, draw a sketch in the box and then write a description of each in Japanese with the corresponding English translation.
          OLD MAN



GROUCH


        DOG



___________________
         ____________________
     ___________________
___________________
         ____________________
     ___________________
___________________
         ____________________
     ___________________
LET’S TRY A DIFFERENT SENTENCE PATTERN TO DESCRIBE PEOPLE!

NAME/TITLE
は
ADJECTIVE
QUASI add  な  人











  ひと







  です。
                                                                           

TRUE add人









         ひと
人 means ‘person’ so now you can say…

e.g. Tomoko is a cute person instead of simply Tomoko is cute.

Can you translate the following sentences into English?
1． いもうと　は　わかい　人　です。
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿

2． おかあさん　は　しずか　な　人　です。

＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿

3． おとうさん　は　りっぱ　な　人　です。
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿

4． おねえさん　は　うれしい　人　です。

＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿

5． せんせい　は　りこう　な　人　です。

＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿



　　 

　　 


きんたろ



Q1. Who are the 3 main characters in the story? Write in Japanese?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. What are some words in Japanese that you would use to describe:

a. Kintaro? 

______________________________________________________

b. Kintaro’s mother?
______________________________________________________

c. The animals? 
______________________________________________________
Q3. Express the following sentences in Japanese. Write in Japanese.

a. Kintaro is a handsome person. 

_____________________________________________________________________
b. Kintaro is a strong person. 
_____________________________________________________________________
c. Kintaro’s mother is a good person.


_____________________________________________________________________
d. The rabbit is interesting.
    →
__________________________________________
e. The bear is scary and strong. 

_____________________________________________________________________

f. The squirrel is clever. 
     →
__________________________________________

Q4. What do the following sentences mean in English?

a. おかあさん　は　せがたかくて、ほそい　です。

______________________________________________________________________

b. おとうさん　は　ふとくて、みにくい　です。

______________________________________________________________________

c. おばあさん　は　おもしろくて、げんき　です。

______________________________________________________________________

d. おじいさん　は　つまらなくて、としうえ　です。

______________________________________________________________________

e. いぬ　は　しろくて、かわいい　です。

______________________________________________________________________

Q5. Write the following words in alphabetical order (use your hiragana chart if needed) and then express each in English.

せがたかい

_______________
_______________

ほそい

_______________
_______________

ふとい
_______________
_______________


みにくい
_______________
_______________

おもしろい
_______________
_______________

つまらない
_______________
_______________

つよい
_______________
_______________

しろい
_______________
_______________

かわいい
_______________
_______________



Log onto KIDS WEB JAPAN. Go to FOLKTALES and choose 3 folktales that we have not covered in class. Answer the following questions for each folktale that you read and write your answers on the following pages.


Q1. Title/name of the folktale?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. Who are the main characters in the story?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q3. What is the story about?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q4. Write 5 sentences IN JAPANESE to describe the characters in the story?

a. _________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________

c. _________________________________________________________________

d. _________________________________________________________________

e. _________________________________________________________________

Q5. Did you like/dislike the story? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Q1. Title/name of the folktale?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. Who are the main characters in the story?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q3. What is the story about?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q4. Write 5 sentences IN JAPANESE to describe the characters in the story?

a. _________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________

c. _________________________________________________________________

d. _________________________________________________________________

e. _________________________________________________________________

Q5. Did you like/dislike the story? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q6. Can you think of any folktales that you have read that are similar and/or different to this folktale? Explain your answer.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Q1. Title/name of the folktale?

______________________________________________________________________

Q2. Who are the main characters in the story?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q3. What is the story about?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q4. Write 5 sentences IN JAPANESE to describe the characters in the story?

a. _________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________

c. _________________________________________________________________

d. _________________________________________________________________

e. _________________________________________________________________

Q5. Did you like/dislike the story? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q6. Can you think of any folktales that you have read that are similar and/or different to this folktale? Explain your answer.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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